
Alexa’s 
Adventures 

CRUISE CHAOS 

Wri1en by 
Ayat Minhas 

Illustrated by 

 Thalachira Sanjana 



  

 

 2

Copyright ©2021 Ayat Minhas 

All rights reserved.  

“Alexa’s Adventures,” published through Young Author Academy. 

Young Author Academy LLC 

Dubai, United Arab Emirates 

www.youngauthoracademy.com 

ISBN:  9798527714647 

Printed by Amazon Direct Publishing. 

No part of this publication may be reproduced in whole or in part, 
or stored in a retrieval system, or transmitted in any form, by any 
means, electrical, mechanical, photocopying, recording or otherwise 
without the prior written permission of the author.



First and foremost, I thank God  
for presenting this opportunity to me. 

It was a challenging task but a fun and exciting one 
at the same time, as I am passionate about writing 
and have been participating in many competitions 

within and out of school. 

Writing a book is a totally different skill and needs 
much perseverance, dedication and originality.  

I would also like to thank my teachers for always 
encouraging me and nourishing my interest, 
especially Mrs. Basson (my year 3 teacher)  
and Mrs. Done (my current year 4 teacher).  

Lastly, I’m grateful for the constant guidance I 
received from Mieke (YAA Founder), in the 

compilation of this book and making  
my publishing dream come true!  

My greatest support, throughout this journey was 
my brother, Ramez Minhas, who is my greatest critic 
and yet, never stopped believing in me, even when 

I lost faith that I would complete this book.  

Thank you all.

 3



 

 4



 5



- CONTENTS - 

Chapter One  

 The Parkers    p  7 

Chapter Two 

 The Crazy Excitement   p15 

Chapter Three 

 The Ocean Rise - Marvellous Beast p23 

Chapter Four 

 The Acquaintance   p32 

Chapter Five 

 Caught in the Act   p41 

Chapter Six 

 Not So Nice, Are You?    p54 

Chapter Seven 

 M.L.E.     p68 

Chapter Eight 

 The Secret Weapon   p79 

Chapter Nine 

 In the Wild     p88 

 6



- Chapter One - 

The Parkers 

It was a tranquil Friday in the fascinating city of 
Brisbane, Australia, when Alexa’s mom’s 
shrieking voice erupted through the speakers 
and pierced her ears.  

“Alright kids, are you ready to come down for 
some chocolate and strawberry waffles?” 
exclaimed their mom, still on the speaker, 
unnecessarily wittering on, “Yum yum yum…” 

It was Alexa’s dad’s idea to install the system so 
that her mom wouldn’t need to climb the stairs 
multiple times in a day, mostly for Jade. Little 
did he know, the system was more of a 
morning torture routine, rather than a tool used 
for disciplining her brother. 
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Soon after, she heard a sharp knock on the 
door and without waiting for a response, her 
mom burst into the room like a tornado.  

“Alexa, could you go and wake up your 
stubborn brother?” said mum, rolling her eyes 
and steaming out words like a volcano ready 
to erupt. 

“Me? Why me?” grunted Alexa whi lst 
descending from her bed. 

“Because you're the only one he will listen to. 
Just show him your all-time favourite, clenched 
fists and blood red face!” she said with a 
sarcastic smile while walking away out through 
the brown doorway adorned with a giant 
poster of a  dolphin. Alexa sat upright and 
stretched out her arms. 

Everything in her room represented her passion 
- the walls appeared like an exquisite rainforest 
ready to come to life with creepy animals 
hiding in it. In other words, she was surrounded 
by forest-themed wallpaper, but it was barely 
visible because of the bewildering posters of 
wild animals- stuffed toys and wildlife souvenirs.  
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Pandas, T igers and Polar Bears were 
everywhere.  Her bookshelf and study table 
were flooded with magazines and journals.  

The top shelf of her bookcase displayed 
t roph ies and meda l s won in va r ious 
competitions. Next to them was a small black 
camera that Alexa took everywhere she went. 

As she ran her fingers through her long dark-
brown hair sorting it into a ponytail, Alexa 
opened her window blinds.  
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The glare of the sun made it difficult for her to 
look without it hurting her eyes. She turned 
away rubbing her watery bright-green eyes as 
they slowly adjusted to the light.  

Alexa was tall for her age - a trait she inherited 
from her dad. She was just fourteen but could 
easily be mistaken for a sixteen year old. She 
had a strip of electric blue dye through her 
hair.  

Her soft smile reflected her kind nature and her 
huge affection for others. Her strong oratory 
skills and assertive tone made it easy for her to 
get attention and convince others to 
immediately listen.  

Coming back from her deep thoughts, she 
realised she still had to wake her brother.  Jade 
was two years older than Alexa and had the 
same dark-brown coloured hair. He was 
Alexa’s best friend, although being younger, 
never prevented her from ordering him 
around. 
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Walking along the carpeted corridor, Alexa, 
without hesitation, pushed open the door to 
Jade’s room. His room had always appeared 
like it had been struck by an earthquake.  

Cautiously, she hopped her way over the 
hurdles of his scattered belongings. Jade’s 
room was more of an obstacle course, where 
she had to avoid all of the smelly shoes, dirty 
clothes, Nintendo games, sports kits and 
gadgets. After she had finished navigating the 
crazy maze inside the grimy room, she finally 
reached his bed.  
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Alexa knew that she shouldn't waste energy in 
using a loud voice to wake him up. ‘Why 
trouble yourself when there is an easier way,’ 
thought Alexa to herself, fixing her eyes on his 
new Samsung phone, that rested upon the 
nightstand next to his bed. She slowly picked it 
up and her eyes feasted on the insane number 
of silly messages that had come through 
overnight.  
“Hey Jade…” said Alexa mischievously, "…your 
buddies are asking if you would join them for 
cheese burgers after soccer practice? Maybe, 
I should tell them you’re too sleepy to go.” As 
quick as a flash, Jade jumped out of his bed 
like a jack-in-the-box. 

“Get out! You know you're not allowed in here, 
and give me my phone back!” Jade yelled 
frantically.  

“Ooonly iiif yoouu geeeet reeeeeaady foooor 
breakfast,” Alexa said slowly, deliberately 
aiming to frustrate him. 

Jade glared at her with his stormy-blue eyes 
which resembled rough waves crashing on the 
sea.  
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In the blink of an eye, Alexa and Jade were 
racing down the steps. Alexa had already 
known he would win because he was the 
fastest athlete at his college, but still enjoyed 
these pleasant early morning races. 

“I won!” cried Jade triumphantly. 

“Is-that-real-ly-a-sur-prise?” panted Alexa 
coming down the last few steps. 

“Well that was a good way to start breakfast!” 
Jade said, settling down at the table and 
sniffing the warm, sweet aroma of the waffles. 

They were all discussing their daily plans until 
mom came in. Her eyes were carrying joy and 
her smile was wider than ever. Mom was never 
good at hiding secrets and this way, with her 
constant smiles, it was way too obvious that 
she had something cooking in her head. 

She finally spilled the beans, due to Jade, who 
repeatedly asked her why she was not saying 
anything.  
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“Fine, fine, fine!” she giggled, getting happier 
every second. “So now that we don’t go on 
trips because of Jades’ sports events and 
Alexa’s studies (taking a long pause to build 
suspense) ...I thought it would be nice...to take 
you on a...CRUISE Trip.”  

“W-W-What!?” The three of them stammered 
at the same time. Now they all started a new 
conversation, bouncing questions at mom 
without a pause; What, When, Where?? 

Jade, drowned in his own thoughts and 
seemingly in his own world, thought that they 
might have flying beds on the cruise ship.  

“Jade! Be realistic. They may only come in the 
future! Anyways, what I’m going to do is much 
more impressive than you anyway.”  

Jade sighed and now was focusing on sports. 
Mr. Parker, who was a lawyer, said he was 
going to take a complete break and chill with 
the family. Mrs Parker, a paleontologist, would 
search for fossils whilst on their trip.  
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- Chapter Two -  

The Crazy Excitement 

It was the last day before the Parkers left for 
their adventurous cruise trip. Alexa and Jade 
awoke very early to pack bags.  

”That’s all the clothes I need to take,“ Alexa 
said breathlessly. 

”Hold on!“ she gasped. Alexa rushed up the 
stairs as if there was a shark speedily following 
her. She grasped her rucksack and got a hold 
of her camera (which she always carried with 
her), journal, pencils and batteries along with 
the new edition of the Nature and Us 
Magazine and packed them all in the 
rucksack. Swinging her bag over her shoulder, 
she left the room.  
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She couldn’t stop the feeling of wanting to 
jump up and down at every second, the 
excitement was building up her spine. Whilst 
rushing speedily along the corridor, she 
stopped to check on Jade, thinking he might 
need some help with his packing. 

“Hey!” Jade said in an exhausted sort of way.  

“You need help with the pac-king?” Alexa 
stammered, looking at the mountain of mess 
that he had created. 

“Oh yes!” he panted, collapsing on his bed. 
“Please-help-me-find-my new-ear-buds!” he 
pleaded, stressing on each word. 

Alexa took a moment or two to scowl at him 
until she finally agreed to help him. She looked 
around the piles, under the piles, inside 
numerous scattered piles and finally….. with 
her sharp eagle eye, Alexa spotted his bag 
which contained his iPod, earphones, tennis 
balls and some snacks, but not forgetting the  
Nintendo switch Lite. 
“Uh hum!” Alexa grunted. 

“Wow! You found it!” he said relieved. 
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“Alexaaa … Jade --” called mom in a sweet 
voice, “-- please can you come downstairs to 
finalise the route for our trip? Your dad and I 
have the cruise trip ready and I suggested that 
we could opt for camping on the go too! What 
do you guys say?”  

Jade muttered something that sounded like, 
‘Now we won’t have a lot of time on the 
cruise!’ 

Mom began to explain where they were going 
-- The Mystery Island. 

“Is that even a real Island?” Jade asked with 
discombobulation.  

“Yup, it’s near Vila so I guess it will take us 
around three days by ship to reach there?” 
Alexa replied with enthusiasm.  

“You are right!” announced dad proudly.  

Dad explained that they were to start the trip  
upon boarding the cruise at the dock by 
10:30am. It would take three days for the cruise 
to reach their first destination - The Mystery 
Island - where they would camp for two nights.  
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Besides that, there were multiple activities 
being offered such as kayaking, canoeing, 
fishing, bonfire activities, hair braiding (to which 
Jade just rolled his eyeballs, with absolute 
disinterest for the unnecessary activity). 

After camping, they would again continue 
their trip by cruise to reach Port Vila where their 
dad had booked a tree house and tickets to 
the Marine reserve (Nature and Wildlife 
activities were included). As part of the 
package, there were street markets and a 
local cultural tour. Later, their return from Port 
Vila back to Brisbane, via a cruise, would take 
four days. 
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“Wahoo!! Two weeks of invigorating vacay,” 
bellowed Jade, pretending to ride a horse 
whilst spinning an invisible rope.


“We leave at ten-thirty tomorrow!!” Mom yelled 
ecstatically, throwing her arms in the air. There 
was a jolt of excitement in the room. 

Mom gave a list of responsibilities to everyone 
in preparation for their trip. Jade was in-charge 
of making a luggage list which included all 
that they needed to pack. Contrary to his 
normal behaviour, he happily took the 
responsibility and without a rest, started to list 
down things that they would need to take.  

Alexa and her parents were amused because 
Jade had never shown this level of dedication, 
even in his favourite school projects.  

Alexa was in charge of gathering camping 
materials - which were stored in the attic - and 
she also had to help mom with maps due to 
her elite navigation skills. She began with the 
camping gear because mom was still trying to 
find the map.  
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Alexa pulled open the attic door. Clouds of 
dust blew in her eyes blurring her vision as she 
felt an unpleasant tickle in her nose causing 
her to sneeze.  Finally, as the dust cleared, 
Alexa shakily climbed up the stairs trying to 
maintain her balance after the continuous 
series of sneezes.  

She did not want to be up there in the attic for 
too long as it was dark and cramped, but the 
thought of going on the cruise was enough to 
overcome any reluctance. 

She promptly moved towards the corner, 
where her mom had told her to find the 
camping things. It was not too difficult to spot 
as her mom, just like Alexa, had the habit of 
clearly labelling the boxes and bags with the 
contents inside, keeping things in an orderly 
manner. She collected the items and left as 
fast as she could.  

In no time, they were all finished with their 
assigned tasks. Dad had booked the tickets 
and mom sorted important documents 
needed for the travel.  
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Alexa and Jade checked the luggage.  

Alexa couldn’t sleep that night. In fact she was 
as awake as a bat (well at least until 10pm). 

“ALEXA!!!!”  thundered Jade.  

“Jeez! You could’ve been quieter!” yawned 
Alexa sleepily. 

“C’mon quick-breakfast- or we’ll miss the taxi!” 
Jade warned. 

Realising he was right, Alexa sprinted out of 
bed as quick as lightning. She brushed her 
teeth, changed  clothes and raced downstairs 
to join the rest for breakfast - gobbling up her 
cereal like she was being chased by a pack of 
hounds.  

It was nearly time to leave. Alexa could feel 
butterflies in her stomach as they stood in the 
garden anxiously waiting for the taxi to arrive. 
Alexa had deep thoughts about the island, the 
calming sea, fish splashing in the water, cool 
wind blowing in her face and the birds chirping 
in melodious tunes. She could already smell the 
scent of the leaves and almost picture herself  
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in the deep blue sea, with Jade climbing the  
tree-houses.  

Soon after, the taxi appeared. They hopped in 
and got comfortable. Alexa and Jade 
discussed what they imagined the cruise 
would be like.  

What was nearly an hour’s drive felt like a few 
minutes. 

“Thank you!” beamed mom opening the door, 
stepping out of the taxi, followed by Jade and 
Alexa.  

This was it. Alexa and Jade had fallen into 
paradise. 
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